
Dear Stranded Salesperson:

Survive the day. September 21, 2004, is Lemony Snicket Day. 

This is when The Grim Grotto, Book the Eleventh in Lemony 

Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events, goes on sale.

You may recall from previous Lemony Snicket Day experiences the 

madness and mayhem that take over your store. Fretful fans and 

agitated adults, anxious to learn the fate of the Baudelaire orphans, 

will flock to your store whether you like it or not.

To be sure you are ready for the chaos the day will certainly bring, we 

have armed you with the enclosed must-have materials to survive the 

day. 

Don’t be scared. Be prepared.

HarperCollins Children’s Books Marketing Department

INNOVATIVE INVENTIONS
Violet is able to use materials at hand to create inventions to help 
her and her siblings escape difficult situations. Now it’s your turn. 

You are out rafting with some friends when suddenly a strong wind 
pulls you off course. You crash into a deserted island, damaging 
your raft and leaving you stranded and desperate to get back to the 
mainland. Using the space below, describe or draw an invention 
that will help you survive this dire situation. You can only use the 
materials that you have on you now and those you would find on 
a deserted island.

ON LEMONY SNICKET DAY

Don’t be caught without a flashlight. Hand out the flashlights to all who attend your event. 
Flashlights are helpful in dark alleys, during blackouts, and most of all when exploring The Grim 
Grotto, the darkest book yet in Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events.

Don’t get lost. Pass out bookmarks to all who attend your event. Bookmarks will help when 
navigating The Grim Grotto.

Disguise yourself. What better way to get through the day unscathed than with a clever disguise? 
Consider dressing up and invite participants to dress up like a character from Lemony Snicket’s A 
Series of Unfortunate Events. Some ideas for costumes include:

•	 Violet Baudelaire – Start with a hair ribbon
•	 Klaus Baudelaire – Start with glasses 
•	 Sunny Baudelaire – Start with four extremely sharp teeth
•	 Count Olaf – Start with an eye tattoo on your ankle

Rise to the challenge. Photocopy and share the enclosed reproducible activities.

BEFORE LEMONY SNICKET DAY

Beware! They’re coming! Plan an event in your store. Post signs, advertise in your local paper, 
and tell your customers.

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY
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